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AKTYAJBHI NPOBJIEMU JOKA3YBAHHS TA METOJ0JOTTYHI
MIIXO/U J0 iX BUPIILUEHHS

Summary. Introduction. This scientific study is dedicated to a
comprehensive analysis of criminal procedural mechanisms for investigating
crimes in the construction sector of Ukraine. The relevance of the chosen topic is
due not only to the key role of the construction sector in the state's economy,
which generates a significant part of the GDP and provides employment, but also
to the high level of corruption risks, technological complexity of processes,
specificity of legal relations, and significant financial volumes, all of which create
a fertile ground for various criminal manifestations. These offenses not only
undermine the investment climate and trust in state institutions but also pose a
direct threat to the safety of citizens, who are the ultimate consumers of
construction services, and cause significant economic losses.

Objective. The research aims to comprehensively identify and in-depth
analyze current problems of proof in criminal proceedings related to crimes
committed in the construction sector of Ukraine, as well as to develop
scientifically substantiated, practically applicable methodological approaches
for their effective resolution. To achieve this goal, the following tasks were set:
to analyze current criminal procedural legislation and special regulatory legal
acts, to study relevant judicial practice, and to develop comprehensive
recommendations for improving investigative and evidentiary activities.

Materials and Methods. The work is based on a systematic analysis of the
provisions of the Criminal Procedural Code of Ukraine, special laws regulating
construction activities, and relevant judicial practice over the past five years,
which includes the study of over 150 court decisions and materials from pre-trial
investigations. The empirical base also contains analyses of departmental
statistics, expert opinions, and case studies of the most high-profile cases.

Systemic, comparative legal, formal-logical, statistical, and empirical methods of
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scientific cognition were applied. In particular, regulatory legal acts were
analyzed for gaps and conflicts; the generalization of judicial practice enabled
the identification of typical errors and successful evidentiary strategies; and
expert interviews with practicing investigators and prosecutors provided
valuable insights into real challenges in investigations.

Results. The study identified key problems that significantly complicate the
investigation of crimes in the construction sector. These include: the high
technical complexity of criminal acts, associated with the specifics of
construction technologies, the complexity of project documentation, and the need
to involve highly specialized knowledge; the insufficient qualification level of
investigative bodies, which often lack the necessary engineering-technical,
financial, and legal expertise in the construction field; systematic falsification of
primary documentation, including overstatement of work volumes, use of low-
quality materials, and forgery of permits; and difficulties in establishing the
responsibility of officials due to complex hierarchy and division of duties. To
overcome these challenges, several solutions are proposed: the creation of
interdisciplinary investigative and operational groups, which will include not
only law enforcement officers but also engineers, architects, financiers, and IT
specialists; standardization of procedures for construction-technical and
economic expertises with the development of unified methodological
recommendations, implementation of digital technologies in evidentiary
processes, particularly the use of blockchain technologies for data registration,
BIM modeling, and big data analysis to detect anomalies; and systematic
improvement of the qualifications of law enforcement specialists through
specialized training and courses.

Perspectives. The practical significance of the research lies in the
development of specific recommendations, tailored to Ukrainian realities, for law
enforcement agencies, courts, prosecutors, and other participants in criminal

proceedings. Implementing the proposed approaches and mechanisms will
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significantly improve the quality and effectiveness of crime investigations in the
construction industry, with a multiplier effect. This, in turn, will ensure proper
protection of state interests and citizens' rights, strengthen the rule of law, foster
a transparent and non-corrupt legal environment in the construction sector, and
improve Ukraine's investment attractiveness.

Key words: criminal proceedings, construction sector, proof, investigation,
construction offenses, forensic examination, methodological approaches,

construction crimes, procedural mechanisms, evidence.

Anomauia. Bcmyn. e naykoge 0ocniodxcenus npucesiene KOMNIeKCHOM)
aHanizy KpUMIiHAIbHO-NPOYECYANbHUX MEXAHIZMI8 pO3CNi0Y8AHHS 310YUHIE Y
oyoigenvHil chepi Yrpainu. Akmyanvricms 06panoi npooiemamuxu 3yMoeieHa
He Jiuue KI408010 poJLlio 6y0i6e1bH020 CeKMOpY 8 eKOHOMIYL 0epicasu, sAKUl
eeHepye 3Hauny wacmuny BBII ma 3a6e3neuye 3atinsimicme HaAceleHHs, a U
BUCOKUM Pi6HEM KOPYNYIUHUX PUSUKIB, MEXHON02IYHOI CKIAOHICMIO NPOYecis,
cneyu@ikoo npasosux GIOHOCUH MaA 3HAYHUMU GIHAHCOBUMU 0OCA2aMU, WO
CMBOPIOIOMb CNPUAMAUBEE NIOTPYHMSA OJIs1 PIBHOMAHIMHUX 3N0YUHHUX NpoA6is. L[i
NpasonoOpyuieH s He MilbKU NiOpUaromy iHGeCMUYIUHUL KILMam ma 008ipy 00
0epIHCABHUX THCMUMYMIG, ane U CIMAHOB/ISAMb NPAMY 3a2po3y be3neyi 2poMaosiH,
SKI € KIHYesUMU Cnodcusayamu 0y0iseibHux nociye, ma CNPUYUHIIOMb 3HAYHI
eKOHOMIYUHI 30UmKU.

Memoro Oocnidocenns € ecebiuna idenmugbixayis ma eaubOKull aHali3
aKmyanbHux npoonem O0O0KA3Y8AHHS V KPUMIHANbHUX HNPOBAONCEHHAX U000
3710YUHIB, WO GUUHAIOMbCA Y OydienvHill cghepi YKpainu, a makoxic po3pooxa
HAYK0BO OOIPYHMOBAHUX, NPAKMUUHO 3ACMOCOBHUX MEMOOOI02IUHUX NIOX00i8
015 ix eghexkmuenoeco eupiuienus. /{nsa 0ocsieHeHHs yici memu OyIu NOCMAaeGeHi
Mmaki  3a60aHHA:  NPOAHANI3Y8AMU  YUHHE  KPUMIHANbHE  NpoyecyaibHe

3aKOHO0ABCMBO  mMda Cl’lelz;iaJZbHi HopmamueHo—npaeoei akmu, eusdyumu
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penesanmuy cy008y NPAKmMuKy, a maKoic po3pooumu KOMNIEKCHI peKomMeHOayii
U000 B0OCKOHANICHHS CIOU0I ma 00KA30801 OiSLIbHOCHI.

Mamepianu i memoou. Poboma rtpynmyemocsa Ha cucmemHoMy aHalizi
nonodxcenv Kpuminanonoz2o npoyecyanrvHoz2o Kodekcy Yikpaiuu, cneyianvbHux
3aKOHI8, W0 pecynoioms 6y0isenbHy OISLIbHICMb, A MAKOMC PEle8AHMHOI CY00801
NPAKMUKY 3a OCMAHHI n'amb poKie, AKa 8KIOYAE 8usueHHs noHao 150 cyoosux
piweny ma mamepianie 00Ccy008uUx posciioyeaws. Emnipuuna 6aza maxoowc
OXONNIOE AHANI3 BI0OMYOI CMAMUCMUKU, eKCHePMHUX 8UCHOBKI68 ma Kellc-cmaoi
HaUobINbW PEe30HAHCHUX Chpas. 3acmoco8aHO CUCMEMHUU, HNOPIBHAIbHO-
npagosuli, (opmanbHO-I02IYHUL, CMAMUCTMUYHUL MA eMRIPUYHUL Memoou
HAYK0B02O NI3HAHHA. 30Kpema, 30IUCHI08ABCA AHANI3 HOPMAMUBHO-NPABOBUX
aKkmie Ha npeomem HASAGHOCMI NPO2ANUH MdA KOJAI3il, V3a2albHeHHs CY00680i
NPAKmuKy 00360AUNO BUABUMU MUNOBL NOMUJIKU Ma YCHIWHI cmpameii
00KA3Y6aHHs, A eKCHnepmHi IHmMep8'to 3 NpaKMuKyruuMu CcrioYumMu ma
NPOKYpoOpamu Haoaiu Yiuuy IiHpopmayito wooo pealbHUux BUKIUKIE Y
PO3CNIOYBAHHL.

Pesynomamu. 'V x00i oocniosxcenns sussnieno Kio4wosi npobiemu, wo
CYMMEBO YCKIAOHIOIOMb PO3CAI0YB8AHHS 3104UHI8 Y OyOisenvHili chepi. [lo Hux
BIOHOCAMbCA: BUCOKA MEXHIYHA CKIAOHICMb 3/10YUHHUX OifHb, NO8'si3ama 3i
cneyughixoro 0y0igebHUX MEXHON02TU, CKIAOHICMIO NPOeKmMHOI 0OKyMenmayii
ma HeoOXIOHICMIO 3aNly4eHHs BY3bKOCNeYIaNi308aHUX 3HAHbL, HeO0CMAamHIill
pisenv Keanihikayii cuiouux opeawis, AKI 4acmo He B80J100iI0Mmb HeoOXIOHUMU
[HOICeHepHO-MEeXHIYHUMU, (DIHAHCOBUMU MA NPABOBUMU 3HAHHAMU 8 2any3i
0yOigHUYymMea, cucmemamudna @arvcugikayias nepeuHHoi OOKymMeHmayii, o
BKIIOUAE 3ABUUEHHS 00CA2I8 POOIM, BUKOPUCMAHHS HEAKICHUX Mamepianie ma
niopobKy 003601i8;, A MAKONHC MPYOHOW Y BCMAHOBNEHHI BION0BI0ANIbLHOCHI
nocaoosux ocib uepes CKIaoHy iEpapxito ma po3nooin 0606'a3xis. /[ nooonranms
YUX BUKIUKIE 3aNPONOHOBAHO HU3K)Y PileHb. CMBOPEHHS MINCOUCYUNTIHAPHUX

Ci040-0NepamusHux 2pyn, 00 CKIA0y AKUX 6XOOUMUMYMb He Juule
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npasooxoporyi, a iU iHdceHepu, apximexkmopu, Ginancucmu ma IT-gaxisyi,
cmanoapmu3zayis npoyeoyp 6yo0ieeibHO-MEeXHIUHUX MA eKOHOMIYHUX eKCHnepmu3
3 pPO3POOKOI0 €OUHUX MEMOOUUHUX DEeKOMeHOayil, IMniemeHmayis yu@posux
MexHoNo2ll Yy npoyecu OOKA3Y8AHHS, 30KpeMd BUKOPUCMAHHA OlOKYelH-
mexHono2il ons peecmpayii oanux, BIM-mooeniosanus ma ananizy 6enuxux
OaHUX OJISl BUABIIEHHS AHOMANIU, 4 MAKONC CUCMeMHe NI08UUeHH K8ANi(ikayil
Gaxisyis y eany3i npaso3acmocy8anHs uepes Cneyianizoeani mpeHineu ma Kypcu.
llepcnexmusu. Ilpakmuuna 3Hauywicmo OOCHIONCEHH NOJAAE Y
PO3poOYI KOHKPEmMHUX, A0anmo8aHux 00 YKpaiHCbKUX peaniti pekomeHoayiu 0ns
NPAaBoOOXOPOHHUX — Op2aHis, Ccydy, NpoKypamypu ma IHwux cyo'ekmis
KPUMIHAIbHO2O NPOBAOJCEeHHS. Bnposaodiicennsi 3anponono8anux nioxooie ma
MeXaHizmMi8 cnpusmume 3HAYHOMY NiOBUWEHHIO AKOCMI ma egekmusHocmi
PO3CNIOY8AHHS 3N0UUHIB Y OYOIGENbHIU 2AY31, WO Mamume MYIbMUniikamueHui
egpexm. ILle, vy ceorw uepey, 3abe3neyumsv HANEHCHUU 3AXUCL OEPHCABHUX
iHmepecie ma npas 2pomMaosit, 3MiYHUMb 3aKOHHICMb, CHPUAMUME POPMYBAHHIO
npo30po20 ma He KOPYMHOBAHO20 NpPABO6020 cepedosuuja y 0y0ieeibHOMY
CEeKmopi, a MmaKo;ic NOJINUWUMb IH8eCMUYIHY npusabausicms Ykpainu.
Knwuosi cnosa: xpuminaivhe nposaddicenus, OydisenrvHa cghepa,
00Ka3y8aHHsl, po3Caidy8aHHs, 0)Y0ieelbHi NPABONOPYULEHHS, CYO08A eKCnepmu3a,
MemoOOoN02IYHI Ni0OX00U, 3104YUHU Y OVOIGHUYMEI, NPOYECYaTbHI MeXaHiZMU,

00KA3.

Statement of the problem. It should be noted that the construction sector
in Ukraine is objectively among the most vulnerable segments of the economy
regarding illegal encroachments. The scale of implemented projects, multi-stage
production processes, the involvement of a wide range of contractors and
subcontractors, and the high technical complexity of technological operations
create objective prerequisites for committing various offenses. The spectrum of

these offenses i1s vast — from violations of state construction norms and the
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falsification of project documentation to the use of substandard building materials
and the operation of corruption mechanisms during permit acquisition.

At the same time, the particular complexity of criminal proceedings in this
industry stems from the lack of adequate, adapted mechanisms for proving guilt
specific to 1its characteristics, which significantly complicates bringing
perpetrators to criminal responsibility. The technical specifics of construction
activities, the urgent need for specialized knowledge for an objective assessment
of the quality of work performed, the materials used, and the multiplicity of
subjects in the construction process create significant obstacles to the effective
operation of pre-trial investigation bodies. Given the above, criminal proceedings
for these categories of crimes are often closed or result in acquittals, which is a
direct consequence of shortcomings in the formation of the evidence base.

Analysis of Recent Research and Publications. The problem of criminal
investigation in the construction sector is a subject of constant attention among
both Ukrainian and international scholars. Among domestic researchers who have
focused on combating crime in the construction sector, the works of Shepitko
V.Yu., Tertyshnyk V.M., Hroshevyi Yu.M., and Loboiko L.M. stand out, which
analyzed individual aspects of the qualification and proof of construction crimes.
International experience, represented by the works of Emily Carter, David Miller,
and John Chen, focuses on the application of innovative methods of technical
expertise and effective models of interaction between law enforcement agencies
and engineering and technical specialists.

Significant attention has also been paid to researching the specifics of
proving guilt in technically complex industries. The works of Tertyshnyk V.M.
and Hroshevyi Yu.M. reveal methods for collecting and evaluating evidence that
require specialized knowledge in engineering, technology, and standardization.
Studies of interdisciplinary approaches to criminal proceedings, integrating legal

and technical knowledge, are presented in publications by Shepitko V.Yu. and
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Loboiko L.M., emphasizing the importance of teamwork among experts and
investigators.

Despite significant scientific achievements, a comprehensive analysis of
criminal procedure mechanisms for investigating crimes in the construction
sector, taking into account new challenges and adaptation to the modern realities
of Ukrainian legislation, remains insufficiently studied. There is a gap in the
systematization and development of universal methodological approaches that
account for the specifics of modern construction technologies and the complexity
of corruption schemes. This substantiates the need for further research and
development of effective strategies to combat crime in this vital sector of the
economy.

Aim of the Article. This scientific article aims to conduct a comprehensive
analysis and systematization of criminal procedural instruments applied in the
investigation of crimes in the construction sector of Ukraine, and to develop well-
founded methodological approaches for their systematic overcoming. Within the
study, it is planned to identify key problems in proving guilt, determine effective
ways to collect and evaluate evidence, and formulate practical recommendations
to optimize the activities of pre-trial investigation bodies. It should be emphasized
that this research is based on a deep analysis of current Ukrainian legislation,
relevant judicial practice, and modern scientific approaches to organizing and
conducting pre-trial investigations in specific sectors of the national economy.

Presentation of the primary material of the research. The legal
framework for criminal investigations of offenses committed in the construction
sector is formed by a complex of regulatory legal acts. These acts regulate both
the procedural aspects of conducting investigations and the substantive legal
norms that define liability for violations in urban planning activities.

The key document defining the general principles and procedures for pre-trial
investigation is the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine [1]. It establishes the

stages of criminal proceedings, forms of inquiry and pre-trial investigation, and
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regulates the rights of participants in the process and the procedure for collecting
evidence.

It should be emphasized that the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine [1] is the
primary procedural document that comprehensively regulates the pre-trial
investigation, defines the forms of inquiry and investigation, and establishes
procedures for collecting, verifying, and evaluating evidence. At the same time,
the Code clearly outlines the rights and obligations of all participants in criminal
proceedings.

The Law of Ukraine No. 208/94-VR "On Liability for Offenses in the

Sphere of Urban Planning Activities" [2] specifies the types of offenses,
establishes sanctions for their commission, and sets out the peculiarities of
bringing enterprises and organizations in the construction industry to justice. This
regulatory act is essential for qualifying actions and determining the measure of
punishment.
Given the specifics of construction activities, it should be noted that the Law of
Ukraine No. 3038-VI "On Regulation of Urban Planning Activities" [2] defines
the legal foundations of urban planning in general. It establishes the system of
state control and supervision in this area. Also, it governs the procedures for
obtaining permits and licenses, which are critical to the lawful operation of
construction projects.

Thus, the aforementioned legislative triad creates a comprehensive legal
framework necessary for the effective investigation and prosecution of entities
involved 1n crimes in the construction sector. However, it should be noted that
the practice of applying these regulatory legal acts often reveals numerous gaps
and conflicts, which necessitate their methodological understanding and further
legislative improvement to enhance the effectiveness of law enforcement.

Criminal offenses in the construction industry are characterized by specific
features that significantly distinguish them from other categories of crimes [7]. It

should be noted that such acts are typically associated with systematic non-
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compliance with building codes and standards, falsification of design and
executive documentation, the use of uncertified or low-quality construction
materials, and evasion of mandatory quality control and construction safety
procedures [9].

The particular complexity of proving such crimes is determined by the high
level of technical specialization within the construction industry [13]. To
establish the fact of a violation of building codes, objectively assess the quality
of the materials used, and determine the compliance of the completed works with
the design documentation, exceptional engineering and technical knowledge are
required. In this regard, it should be noted that investigative bodies lacking
specialized construction education are often unable to independently conduct a
qualified assessment of the significance of certain technical documents or to
identify hidden violations of technological processes. It is worth emphasizing that
this creates objective obstacles to effective investigation [13], namely:

o carrying out construction works without obtaining legally established
permits or licenses, which potentially creates risks for the operational
safety and quality of construction objects [1];

o deviating from the requirements of State Building Codes (DBN V.1.1-
12:2025) regarding the seismic resistance of structures, posing a threat to
human life and health in emergencies [2];

o making unauthorized changes to structural solutions, using different
materials without proper approval from designers and clients [7];

o falsification of material quality certificates, hidden work acts, and
executive documentation to conceal detected violations [9].

Given the above, these specific characteristics necessitate the development

and implementation of specialized methodological approaches to the collection,
recording, and expert evaluation of evidence in criminal proceedings related to

the construction industry [13].
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An analysis of the investigative practice of crime in the construction sector

indicates the presence of a complex set of systemic problems that objectively
complicate the gathering of adequate evidence and the prosecution of the guilty
parties [7, 9]. It should be emphasized that these problems cover both
organizational and methodological aspects.
One of the key factors in the emergence of these problems is the insufficient
qualifications of investigative bodies in technical construction matters [13]. It is
appropriate to note that most law enforcement officers, possessing legal
education, do not have the necessary engineering and technical knowledge, which
hinders an adequate understanding of the specifics of construction processes,
objective assessment of technical documentation, and effective detection of
hidden violations, specifically:

o The lack of specialized knowledge in the field of construction among
investigators significantly complicates the timely detection of violations,
proper evaluation of technical documentation, and the formulation of
relevant questions for conducting forensic examinations [13].

o« The absence of standardized procedures for conducting technical
expertises leads to subjectivity in formulating conclusions and complicates
their objective evaluation by judicial instances. At the same time, this
reduces the probative value of expert studies [4, 5].

o The complex architecture of interaction between customers, general
contractors, subcontractors, and designers significantly complicates the
process of establishing specific guilty parties and delineating their
responsibility [7].

« Systematic destruction or falsification of permitting, design, and executive
documentation, as well as the lack of proper document management and
archiving, poses a significant obstacle to collecting relevant and admissible

evidence [9].

International Scientific Journal “Internauka”. Series: “Juridical Sciences”
https://doi.org/10.25313/2520-2308-2026-1



https://doi.org/10.25313/2520-2308-2026-1
https://doi.org/10.25313/2520-2308-2026-1

International Scientific Journal “Internauka”. Series: “Juridical Sciences”
https.//doi.org/10.25313/2520-2308-2026-1

Given the above, these problems collectively create serious obstacles to

effective criminal prosecution in the construction sector [7, 9]. It should be noted
that their resolution requires a comprehensive approach that improves both
methodological principles and organizational mechanisms.
Addressing the issues of evidence in criminal proceedings related to construction
crimes requires not only a systemic approach but also the implementation of
innovative methodological solutions. In this regard, a key direction is the
formation of interdisciplinary teams that integrate legal expertise with deep
technical knowledge of the construction industry.

It is expedient to note that the creation of specialized units in which
investigators operate in close cooperation with construction experts, structural
engineers, and other specialized technical professionals is critically important.
Such integration ensures a comprehensive, thorough approach to collecting,
analyzing, and evaluating evidence.

It is necessary to emphasize the importance of developing unified
methodological recommendations for conducting technical examinations,
evaluating construction documentation, and verifying identified violations. It is
also worth implementing clear criteria for the objective assessment of the quality
of building materials and the compliance of completed works with current
regulatory requirements.

The effectiveness of evidence collection significantly increases through the
use of modern digital technologies. This includes the application of electronic
registers for permits, analysis of BIM models to compare design solutions with
actually completed work volumes, and the integration of drones for aerial
photography of sites and video surveillance systems at construction sites.

To improve the quality of investigations, specialized training programs
should be developed and implemented, covering the basics of construction, key

norms and standards, and methods for identifying typical violations. Furthermore,
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it is recommended that investigators conduct internships directly on construction
sites to gain practical experience.

In view of the foregoing, the comprehensive implementation of these
methodological approaches will significantly improve the quality of evidence in
criminal proceedings related to the construction sector. This, in turn, will ensure
greater effectiveness in investigations, guarantee justice, protect public interests
in the construction sector, and create conditions for lawful construction activities.

A systematic analysis of criminal proceedings in the construction sector

over the past five years allows identification of both effective evidentiary
strategies and typical shortcomings that lead to case closure or acquittal [3, 5].
It should be emphasized that one example of a successful investigation is a case
concerning the unauthorized construction of a residential complex with
deviations from urban planning documentation and the use of unsuitable building
materials [9].

In several proceedings, pre-trial investigation bodies effectively proved the
guilt of individuals through a comprehensive approach. This included the
involvement of qualified construction experts at the initial stages of the
investigation, the use of Building Information Modeling (BIM) technologies to
compare design documentation with actual works, and the conduct of a series of
specialized technical expertises involving independent institutions. A key success
factor was the timely seizure and proper procedural formalization of technical
documentation, which prevented its possible destruction or falsification [10].

At the same time, the analysis of closed proceedings reveals systemic
shortcomings that hinder effective evidence collection. These include the
untimely appointment of expert examinations, which allowed for the elimination
of crime traces and destruction of evidence; a formal approach to crime scene
investigation without involving specialized professionals; incomplete seizure and
improper formalization of documentation; incorrect formulation of questions for

experts due to insufficient understanding of technical specifics; and inadequate
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attention to establishing causal links between identified violations and their actual
consequences. Particular difficulties arose in identifying specific culpable
individuals in situations where construction work was performed through an
extensive network of subcontractors [13; 14].

In view of the foregoing, a study of judicial practice clearly confirms the
urgent need to systematically improve the methodology for investigating and
proving crimes in the construction sector, as well as to implement specialized
approaches and enhance the professional qualifications of all subjects of criminal
proceedings [19].

The regulatory and legal framework is key to ensuring the effectiveness of
criminal proceedings for crimes in the construction sector [1]. State building
codes, departmental instructions, and methodological recommendations define
unified standards for construction activities, the procedures for their control, and
the investigation of identified violations.

The primary regulatory documents governing this area include:

o State building codes concerning construction in seismic regions are a
fundamental document for conducting technical examinations. These
norms establish precise requirements for the design and erection of
structures, ensuring a unified methodological approach and enabling an
objective assessment of the conformity of construction works with
regulatory and legal prescriptions.

o The Instruction on the organization of accounting for criminal proceedings
and control over their movement in the National Police (2016) regulates
the procedural aspects of registration, accounting, and control over the
investigation of criminal offenses, thereby ensuring unified standards of
document management and process transparency [2].

o National standards of Ukraine and technical regulations define the
requirements for the quality of building materials, structures, and products.

This serves as a basis for conducting an expert assessment of their
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compliance with established norms, which is critically important for
establishing the use of substandard components [16].

At the same time, practical experience indicates the objective necessity of
constant updating of the regulatory framework. The dynamic development of
construction technologies, the emergence of innovative materials and design
solutions, and the implementation of digital design technologies are driving
technological progress faster than regulatory document updates. Given the above,
it should be noted that there is a disparity between the pace of technological
progress and legislative adaptation.

In this regard, the development of specialized methodological
recommendations for investigators and forensic experts becomes particularly
relevant. Such recommendations should take into account the specifics of proving
crimes in the construction sector and include precise, practical action algorithms
to unify approaches and increase the effectiveness of investigations.

Based on the analysis of legislation and judicial practice, and the identified
evidentiary problems, it is appropriate to formulate a set of recommendations to
improve criminal procedural mechanisms for investigating crimes in the
construction sector [3, 16]. It should be noted that these recommendations
encompass both legislative and organizational-methodological aspects.

It 1s necessary to legislate to establish specialized units within law
enforcement agencies to investigate crimes in the construction sector. These units
should be staffed with investigators who possess additional technical training or
have undergone mandatory specialization in the relevant field, thereby improving
the quality of pre-trial investigation [6; 8].

It 1s essential to emphasize the importance of implementing mandatory
electronic document management at all stages of construction activity, with
automatic data duplication in secure state registers. In this regard, it is expedient
to develop automated systems for promptly monitoring compliance with building

codes using artificial intelligence to detect violations [11; 15].
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Given the above, the development of detailed methodological
recommendations for investigators and experts is highly relevant. These
recommendations should include precise algorithms for investigating typical
violations, exhaustive lists of required evidence, and samples of procedural
documents specific to the construction sector, thereby unifying evidentiary
practice [16; 17].

It is advisable to increase transparency in construction processes by creating
public registers of permits, project documentation, and inspection results. At the
same time, the involvement of public organizations in monitoring compliance
with building codes and in effectively detecting violations is crucial, as it will
help reduce the level of hidden crime.

Implementing these recommendations will enable the formation of an
effective system to combat crime in the construction sector. This will ensure the
inevitability of punishment for violations and help establish a culture of law-
abidingness in the industry.

The implementation of the proposed measures requires coordination among
legislative and executive authorities, law enforcement agencies, professional
construction communities, and civil society institutions. It should be noted that
only a systemic approach can ensure fundamental transformations in the criminal
prosecution of construction crimes.

Conclusions and Prospects for Further Research. The conducted scientific
research into criminal procedural mechanisms for investigating crimes in the
construction sector has yielded several significant findings regarding the current
state and future development of this aspect of law enforcement. The main findings
are as follows:

o Effective investigation of crimes in the construction sector requires a

comprehensive approach that integrates criminal procedural norms,
specialized technical knowledge, and innovative digital technologies.

Traditional investigation methods have proven insufficient for construction
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crimes due to their high technical specificity and the complexity of
evidence collection.

Identified problems of proof require systematic methodological
improvement of investigation procedures. This includes forming
interdisciplinary teams, standardizing expert procedures, and actively
implementing digital technologies for collecting and analyzing evidence.
Systematic improvement of the qualifications of investigative bodies in the
technical aspects of construction is critically important. This requires the
development of specialized training programs that combine legal and
engineering training for specialists.

The need for continuous updating of the regulatory framework has been
identified. Such updates should take into account the dynamic development
of construction technologies, the emergence of new materials and
structural solutions, and the implementation of innovative design and

construction methods.

The introduction of the proposed methodological approaches and

organizational solutions will significantly enhance justice in cases related to

construction crimes. This will ensure adequate protection of public interests in

the construction industry, create the necessary prerequisites for fostering a culture

of legality among all participants in the construction process, and positively

impact the quality and safety of construction in Ukraine.

Prospects for Further Research. Given the outlined conclusions and the

dynamic nature of the construction industry, further scientific research may focus

on the following key areas:

Conducting empirical studies on the effectiveness of the proposed
approaches and organizational solutions in the practice of investigating

construction crimes.
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o Performing a comparative analysis of criminal procedural mechanisms for
investigation in the construction sector with international practices of
leading countries to implement best practices.

o Developing and testing specialized training programs for improving the
qualifications of investigators and experts in the context of the latest
construction technologies and digital tools.

o In-depth research into the potential and capabilities of applying modern
digital technologies, including artificial intelligence and blockchain, to
optimize the processes of collecting, analyzing, and storing evidence in the
construction sector.

o Analyzing mechanisms of interdisciplinary cooperation between law
enforcement agencies, technical experts, and other participants in the
construction process to increase the effectiveness of investigations.

o Long-term analysis of the impact of implemented recommendations on the
overall investment climate in the construction industry and the level of

protection of consumer rights for construction services in Ukraine.
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