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Modern views on teaching English in higher education

This article explores innovative strategies for teaching the English language. The significance of this
subject has notably increased in recent years, primarily due to advancements in technology that enable the
implementation of unique and highly effective teaching methods. A key characteristic of these approaches is
their adaptability. Today, there exists a multitude of effective English teaching techniques, in contrast to two
decades ago when lessons were largely uniform and conventional. This adaptability is particularly crucial
for Ukraine, which is fostering closer ties with more developed nations. Additionally, the Russian invasion of
Ukraine has heightened the importance of English language acquisition, as millions of refugees have faced
challenges in navigating new environments where communication with locals often necessitates proficiency in
English or other languages.

The subject matter is relatively novel and necessitates further exploration. Numerous studies and
publications exist concerning inventive methodologies in the teaching of the English language. While these
research efforts are thorough and detailed, it is crucial to present fresh insights. This article proposes various
groundbreaking strategies within this domain.

The data from the Razumkov Centre Sociological Service have been used in this article. These data have
been analyzed to evaluate the command of English among Ukrainian citizens and highlight all problems and
weak spots.

This article presents a variety of effective strategies and techniques aimed at enhancing the educational
experience, making it both engaging and productive. The central premise revolves around leveraging personal
hobbies and interests to facilitate English language learning, which significantly boosts student motivation.
Various approaches to this methodology are explored within the article, including some that are particularly
innovative and unconventional, such as the ‘Artificial English Environment’ and ‘Virtual Theatre.” However, it
is important to note that not all methods will be suitable for every context. Educators must possess a deep
understanding of their students to select the most appropriate techniques. The recommendations provided
are grounded in our own observations and experiences, with many having demonstrated their practical
effectiveness.

Keywords: English, innovative strategies, unconventional approaches, English language teaching,
creativity, motivation, efficacy, creative teaching.

Introduction. There is no denying the significance of developing fresh, innovative methods for teaching
English, particularly at a time when Ukraine is fostering deeper ties with the most advanced nations. Additionally,
the Russian invasion of Ukraine has made the study of English much more important. Living in other cities and
having to speak English or other languages with locals was a challenge for millions of refugees from our nation.

English is considered a global language, so it is easier for most people to master it and communicate with
foreigners without difficulty. Unfortunately, according to a recent survey conducted by the Razumkov Centre
Sociological Service, only 1.1% of Ukrainians are fluent in English, and 43.8% of respondents do not know the
language at all [1]. Another study shows that 23% of our people can read, write, and communicate in English
at regular or even professional levels [2]. According to these pieces of research, it is clear that Ukraine is one
of Europe’s worst-performing countries in speaking English [3].
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There are several factors contributing to this situation:

1) the English language differs significantly from Ukrainian;

2) many Ukrainians fail to recognize the significance of English;

3) the majority of individuals struggle to motivate themselves to learn English due to its perceived complexity
and lack of engagement.

For Ukrainians, learning English is a tedious process, primarily due to negative experiences. The majority
of them recall those tiresome classes when they first began learning English at school. In a typical Ukrainian
school, the teacher is an elderly individual who teaches English using Soviet methods. According to this
approach, pupils typically have to endure many grammar drills devoid of engaging or interactive assignments.
It is understandable that the majority of Ukrainians do not wish to experience this again.

Grammar exercises, dull lectures, and other unpleasant things are typically what come to mind when we
think of standard university English classes. This was the case in the USSR, and not much has changed
since then. This strategy does work. The general principle of acquiring grammar in this manner is undeniable.
The issue, however, is that students are not inspired or eager to attend these classes. Piquing their interest
and convincing them to take English courses is of vital importance these days.

It is also extremely important to implement all modern methods and approaches to increase the efficiency
of these lessons. Fortunately, technological progress provides many opportunities to do this.

This article focuses on describing and offering new methods in English language teaching at universities to
make this process easier, more pleasant, and more effective.

Analysis of recent research and publications. This topic is relatively new and under-researched. The number
of studies and publications is quite limited. Recent works, such as those by Tanana (2024) and Guseva (2025),
highlight the potential of technology-driven and student-centered approaches in language education, but
further exploration is needed to address specific challenges in the Ukrainian context [6, 7].

The purpose of the article is to present novel strategies for teaching English in higher education that
enhance the efficacy of the process and make it more enjoyable.

Main body. Over the past 20 years, technological advancements have made it possible to teach English
in novel and highly effective ways. The primary characteristic of these approaches is their adaptability. These
days, there are many different methods for teaching English efficiently. We can discover something unique for
every student today, unlike twenty years ago when most lessons were similar.

The ability to conduct lessons online has also been made possible by technological advancements, which
has broadened our perspectives and enabled us to employ even more unconventional and effective techniques.
Due to their simplicity and reduced time commitment, online lectures are now preferred by the majority of
individuals. They are highly convenient, as these lessons can be attended on any day and at any time.

However, the primary benefit brought about by technological advancement is the ability to use our interests
and hobbies to improve our English. Students’ motivation can be greatly increased by using this technique.
There are various ways to put this strategy into practice. This article describes a few of them.

Watching English-language films is undoubtedly the first thing that comes to mind. The primary advantage of
this activity is its simplicity. Learning English and relaxing after a long day are both achievable. Most individuals
will find this method fairly enjoyable, and it is not demanding.

Unfortunately, Ukrainians do not think so. According to the previously mentioned survey, only 1.7% of our
citizens prefer watching movies in English without subtitles, another 8% watch in English with subtitles, 55%
watch films dubbed in Ukrainian, 16% watch dubbed in Ukrainian with English subtitles, and 7% watch dubbed
in Russian. The low support for movies in English is due to the poor command of English among citizens [1].

Music is likely the second tool that can be utilized to learn English. This exercise is nearly as effective as
the last one and may even be simpler to carry out. Speaking and listening skills can be developed, vocabulary
can be expanded, and pronunciation can be improved by listening to English music.

According to another survey conducted by Molfar OSINT-community, around 46% of our citizens prefer
listening to music in Ukrainian, another 31.2% in English, 15.8% in Russian, 4.8% without vocals, and 2.2%
in other languages. The situation is quite optimistic—much better than the situation with English movies [4].

It is also important to mention different creative approaches to conducting lessons and communicating with
students.

Everyone knows that the best way to learn English is to live in an English-speaking country. Fortunately,
it is possible to imitate this experience during English lessons. The main rule here is to use English at all times.
For weaker students, it can be different, but it is still essential to communicate and write in English. Phone
conversations are no exception. The main goal here is to create a so-called “Artificial English Environment”.
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During such lessons, students will be able to receive nearly the same experience as in a real English-speaking
country.

In the beginning, it can be difficult to persuade students to start speaking, especially if their English level is
low. They may be afraid of speaking due to the language barrier and fear of mistakes.

According to our observations, most students often develop this fear after learning English at school.
The main reason for this is the teacher’s strictness and negative reaction when dealing with mistakes. They
always correct students, reprimand them, and sometimes even roll their eyes in response to even the simplest
mistake. Consequently, students try to think for too long before speaking or even avoid this unpleasant
experience altogether. It is no wonder that it is difficult to change their attitude towards this at first.

Another disadvantage of this typical “school approach” is focusing students’ attention on grammar. That
is another reason why students are afraid of speaking English. This is a new activity for them, and it is quite
obvious. If we want to learn how to drive, we must drive; if we want to learn to play chess, we must play chess;
and if we want to speak English, we must speak English, not do grammar exercises all the time! If you want
to be good at doing grammar exercises, then this is the right way to achieve this. However, the main purpose
of learning English is to communicate with people! The main goal is to understand other people, while others
must understand you.

The main idea is to remember that an English teacher should devote 10%-15% of time to grammar, not
more. Most of the time must be devoted to speaking and listening exercises.

As for correcting students’ mistakes during speaking, in our opinion, it is better to correct only serious
mistakes that a student makes frequently. Minor single mistakes are better ignored, as even native speakers
may make them. It is essential to explain this to students.

The main goal of every English teacher, in our opinion, is to motivate students to learn English, to show
them that it can be done in a different way, which is interesting for them. Instead of spending a lot of time with
textbooks, they can watch videos, listen to music, play computer games, and learn a foreign language at the
same time. As soon as they understand this, they will start showing remarkable results.

For instance, spending 3 hours per week learning English with textbooks at school or university is nothing
compared to all the time that students spend on the Internet. If they start doing this in a more sensible way,
they will learn the language in no time.

Of course, learning a specific topic from a textbook is a better option than learning something from movies

or computer games, because very often this information is less practical. However, taking into account the

difference in time that students can devote to each activity makes it clear which option can bring more benefits.

In our opinion, a modern teacher should do everything to make lessons unusual, more interactive, and less
boring.

Apart from speaking English at all times, it is a good idea to communicate with students in messaging
apps. Instead of using boring standard phrases, it is possible to use GIFs. A GIF is a type of computer file that
contains a still or moving image [5]. It can be a quote from a movie, a well-known joke, or just a funny picture
with appropriate meaning. GlIFs can also help students learn new phrases and use them afterward.

There is one more unusual approach that can be used to help students overcome a language barrier. This
method is frequently used in different private schools. A teacher can visit public places with students. They can
go to a café and order something in English. They can also communicate with pedestrians in English.

Such lessons can increase students’ confidence as well. After attending these lessons, students can
overcome their fear of mistakes. In our opinion, this is the main issue here. Many people are unable to speak
simply because of a lack of confidence.

Additionally, these lessons can be related to specific topics. For instance, to learn about animals, students
can visit the zoo; to learn about food, it is possible to go to the supermarket and speak English there.

The main idea of this method is to convince students that the people in the street are not native speakers.
This means that it is much easier to use English while speaking with them. Spending good time together can
also be an effective way to motivate students to become more interested in English.

This method can also lead to improving relationships with students. An English teacher must be a friend to
their students. This will help to further motivate them to learn the language. Being a teacher does not mean
being serious all the time. It is sometimes possible to joke with students or discuss something interesting:
a new movie, book, computer game, or just the latest news.

Conducting lessons outside the university is a great way to help students absorb information better. It is no
secret that we remember those things that are associated with strong emotions. Attending such an unusual
lesson can evoke such emotions, thus helping students to effectively memorize new information.
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It is also important to persuade students to devote more time to English outside classes. All of them have
hobbies, and it is a teacher’s task to motivate them to consume English content. By doing this, students can
gain access to much more reliable sources of information and better content.

For example, many students enjoy computer games, so offering them tasks related to their favorite games
can be a good idea. These must be English-language computer games, of course. It is better to choose games
with a lot of cut scenes and dialogues, because it is impossible to learn something new if all the missions in
the game are connected with shooting or driving. Students can start watching videos on YouTube about their
favorite games. After spending a significant amount of time on this activity, they can expand their vocabulary,
improve their listening skills, and learn how to think in English.

It is also worth mentioning new ways to expand English vocabulary and compare them with traditional
ones.

In the past, to expand English vocabulary, students had to learn numerous texts, endless lists of new words,
and write dictations.

Fortunately, nowadays, thanks to modern technology, we can find many different ways to achieve this
goal easily, without straining ourselves. The main condition here is that it must be interesting for each specific
person. This means that everyone must find their own preferred method for expanding English vocabulary.
The best option here is to use one’s hobbies and interests to do so. Someone who likes watching films should
watch English movies; someone who likes singing should learn the lyrics and sing English songs; someone
who likes playing computer games should expand their vocabulary by playing computer games.

In our view, the primary measure of the efficacy of any method is its capacity for sustained application over
time. A method may demonstrate limited effectiveness in the short term, yet prove highly beneficial in the long
run. For example, learning an extensive vocabulary list may yield significant advantages in the initial days or
weeks, as one can rapidly learn numerous words related to specific topics. However, a notable drawback of
this approach is that the learned words are likely to be forgotten as quickly as they are memorized, due to their
lack of meaningful associations. These words lack any engaging context; they evoke no emotions, memories,
or connections, rendering them dull and uninspiring.

A notable drawback of this approach is its unsustainability over an extended period. This issue relates to
the necessity of willpower, as the method can become monotonous. Most individuals are unlikely to maintain
the practice of learning new vocabulary through this technique in the long run, leading to a decline in their
English proficiency after a few months.

In contrast, an individual who enhances vocabulary through engaging media, such as videos, films, and
music, may sustain this practice for a significantly longer duration, even if their initial progress appears
modest. Over a span of three years, for example, the disparity between the two individuals employing these
strategies would be substantial. The first individual may experience rapid initial gains followed by a swift
decline, while the second individual, despite a slower start, could potentially continue this enriching practice
throughout their lifetime.

There are numerous methods to enhance one’s English vocabulary through the exploration of personal
hobbies and interests. This discussion will focus on one such innovative approach that facilitates the acquisition
of not only individual words but also entire phrases, while simultaneously improving pronunciation.

Initially, an individual should select a highly engaging film that resonates with them. After viewing it in English
multiple times, they can identify various phrases that incorporate new vocabulary or particularly intriguing
expressions. Rather than merely attempting to memorize these phrases, it is advisable to produce several
short videos featuring them and store these on a mobile device. By organizing these videos into distinct
folders categorized by different films and reviewing them periodically, individuals can significantly broaden their
English vocabulary.

To further enhance the experience, individuals can engage with friends by sharing these videos through
messaging, adding an element of enjoyment and eliciting unique emotional responses in the process. Such
emotions can greatly aid in the retention of vocabulary, as it is well-established that we tend to remember
events linked to strong feelings more effectively.

For instance, many can relate to the discomfort of forgetting a word, an experience that often leaves
a lasting impression. This phenomenon occurs for the same reason: the word becomes tied to a powerful
emotional experience.

Social media comes last but certainly not least. A teacher can run an English-focused page or channel to
further inspire and amuse students. They can post unusual, humorous, and helpful English-related videos.
These videos may cover a variety of subjects, such as grammar rules, idioms, prepositions, and more, but they
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may also include English-language movies, TV series, games, etc. After using this strategy, learning English
will never be dull again.

For older teachers who are less accustomed to modern technology, implementing all these unconventional
techniques can be challenging. This suggests that the majority of these suggestions are more suitable for
younger teachers. This does not imply that this strategy is limited. It simply means that older teachers may not
be able to fully utilize it.

Conclusion. It can be concluded that the process of learning the English language has become significantly
more engaging. Advances in technology have introduced a variety of innovative strategies that can be readily
applied. English educators should be well-versed in these contemporary techniques, understanding and
utilizing them to enhance the effectiveness of their instruction.

However, not all previously discussed methods may be suitable for every context. Teachers must assess
their students’ needs and select the most appropriate strategies.

Additionally, it is crucial to inspire students and encourage them to leverage their personal interests and
hobbies to facilitate their learning. They should come to understand that acquiring proficiency in English can
seamlessly integrate into their recreational activities.
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BuknapgaHHsa aHrnincbkoi mosu y 3BO: cyyacHumn nornag

Fycak JlroOmuna €szeHieHa
dokmop nedazoeiyHuUX HayK, npoghecop kaghedpu IHO3EMHUX MO8 2yMaHIimapHUX crieyianbHocmeu
BonuHcbkozo HayioHanbHo20 yHieepcumemy imeHi fleci YkpaiHku, JlyubK, YkpaiHa

Manernuubkuil Jeruc Cepeitioguy
acnipaHm
BonuHcbkoe2o HauioHanbHo20 yHieepcumemy imeHi leci YkpaiHku, Jlyubk, YkpaiHa

Y ecmammi ananisytombcs iHHosauiliHi memodu euknadaHHs1 aHeniticbkoi mosu y 3BO. AkmyaribHicmeb
uiel memu 3Ha4yHO 3pocnia 8 ocmarHi poku. OCHOBHOM MPUYUHOK Ub020 € MEeXHOJI02iYHUl rpoepec, KUl
giOKpusae Moxrnugocmi 05l 8UKOpUCMaHHS He3eu4yalHux ma Hadseu4yalHo eghekmusHux nidxodie 00
Hag4YaHHS aHasilicbKoi Mo8U. [0108HOKO Xapakmepucmukor Uux Memodig € ixHs aHy4YKicmb. Cb0200HI iCHyE
6eaniy criocobie eghekmusHO20 HaguaHHs1 aHaniticbkoi Mosu. Ha 8idmiHy eid 20 pokie momy, Konu binibwicms
ypokie bynu cmaHOapmu3oeaHi ma 0OHOPIOHI, CbO200HI MOXHa 3Halmu uiock yHiKasibHe Orisl KOXXHO20 YYHSI.
Lle ocobnueo gaxnugo 0ns YkpaiHu, sika rnpazHe 3MiyHUmMu ceoi 38’a3KU 3 HalpO3BUHEHIWUMU KpaiHamu.
Pocitliceke emopeHeHHs1 8 YKpaiHy makox ridsuuyurno 3Hadyw,icms eU84YeHHs1 aHanilicbkol mosu. MinblioHam
bixeHuis i3 Hawoi KpaiHu 6yro g8axko adarnmysamucs 8 Hosux Micmax, de iM 00800uSIOCs CrifIKysamucs
3 MicuesuMu Xumernsamu aHaniticbkoto abo iHWuUMU Mmosamu.

Tema giOHOCHO Hoga i nompebye 0odamkogoz2o AocniOKeHHS. IcHytomb 4ucreHHi O0CiOXKeHHsT ma
nybnikauii w000 euHaxiOHUUbKUX Memodorioeill y euknadaHHi aHenilicbkoi Mosu. Xo4a Uyi O0CMiOHUUbKI
3ycunna € pemenbHUMU ma demarnbHUMU, Had3eu4yalHO eaxugo npedcmasumu ceixi idei. s cmamms
MPOrOHYE pi3Hi Hoeamopchki cmpameail' y uit eanyasi.

Y cmammi npedcmaerneHo OaHi coyionoaidyHoi cryxbu Llenmpy Pa3ymkosa, siKi aukopucmosyrombcs O1si
OUIHKU pigHs1 80100iHHSI aHanlilicbKO0 MOBOI ceped epomaldsiH YKpaiHu, a makox Orisi 8USI8NIEHHS npobrem i
HedoriKie y yili cghepi.

HaeedeHo ducneHHi kopucHi nopadu ma Memodu, Wo cripusitoms rMid8UUWEHHIO iHMepecy ma echekmugHocmi
HagyasibHo20 rnpouecy. OCHo8Ha KOHUenuis rosisieae 8 iHmeepauii xobi ma ocobucmux iHmepecie y 8UBYEHHS
aHasiticbKol MO8U, W0 3HaYHO ridsuulye Momueauito y4yHie. Po3ansadarombcs pi3Hi nidxodu 0o peartisauii Ubo2o
memody, desiki 3 AKUX onucaHi y cmammi. bazamo i3 yux memodie € opueiHarbHUMU ma HecmaHoapmHUMU,
makumu sik Artificial English Environment ma Virtual Theatre. OOHak He 8ci 3 HUX MOXymb 6ymu 3acmocosaHi
8 KOXHIl cumyauii, momy equmersib NMo8UHEH ypaxosysamu iHOU8iOyaribHi 0cobsiueocmi c8oix yyHig i subupamu
Halbinbw 8i0noeidHi memodu. Yci yi pekomeHdauii rpyHmMyomsCs Ha Hawux 6/1aCHUX CrOCMEPEXEHHSX
i doceidi, binbwicmb 3 IKUX yxKe MpodeMoHcmpys8arsa 80K eheKmuUBHICMb Yy rnpakmuui.

Knro4voei cnoea: aHenilicbka Moga, iHHo8auiliHi cmpameaii, HempaduuitiHi Nidxodu, Hag4aHHS aH2ilicbKOI
MO8U, KpeamusHicmb, Momuegauis, e¢beKmueHicmb, KpeamusHe Hag4YaHHS.
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